Message

From: Parker, Robert [Parker.Robert@epa.gov]

Sent: 5/21/2014 2:15:26 PM

To: Mylott, Richard [Mylott.Richard@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: Missoulian Op-Ed: Montana business, way of life depends on clean water

Tharnks Rich for forwarding.
Rob

From: Mylott, Richard

Sent: Tuesday, May 20, 2014 10:13 AM

To: McGrath, Shaun; Garcia, Bert; Hestmark, Martin; Cantor, Howard; Card, Joan; McCarthy, Julia; Perrin, Rebecca;
Parker, Robert

Cc: Loop, Travis; McClain-Vanderpool, Lisa; Smith, Paula; DalSoglio, Julie

Subject: Missoulian Op-Ed: Montana business, way of life depends on clean water

A bit of a mix up on USDA roles versus Corps, but a good opinion piece on Waters.

http:/missoulian.com/news/opinion/columnists/montana-business-wav-of-life-depends-on-clean-

water/article 79796414-df66-11¢3-a78¢-0019bb296314.html

ontana business, way of life depends on clean water

2014-05-18708:01:00Z Montana business, way of life depends on clean waterGuest column by JIM KLUG
missoulian.com

May 19, 2014 207 am - Guest column by JIM KLUG

(0) Comments

Montana’s fishing season is just getting started, and after a heavy winter, our rivers and streams lock to be in great shape
for the coming summer season.

Already, area guides and outfitters are booking up for the coming months, and area fly shops and retailers are busy
selling gear. Thanks to some common-sense guidance from the Environmental Protection Agency and United Stales
Department of Agriculture, we'll be assured of catching hesalthy fish in clean rivers protected from poliution.

Over the last few years, the U.8. Supreme Court has issued a few rulings that make it unclear as 1o the safety of our
drinking water supplies, wetlands and headwaters streams. Knowing they needed to clear things up and provide certainty
for farmers, the EPA and USDA last month posted the draft “Waters of the U.8.7 rule for public comment. When finagl, the
rufe will maintain exemptions for regular farming activities while re-establishing Clean Water Act protections for the
wetlands and streams that provide drinking water for 1 in 3 Americans downstream.

As a bonus Tor sporismen and anglers, these same streams provide critical habifat for trout and other fish, thereby helping
to sustain my business and many others throughout Montana.

Founded in 1999, Montana-based Yellow Dog Flyfishing Adventures books and arranges guided fishing trips throughout
Montana, Idaho, Alaska, Oregon, Idaho and the world. We support efforis to protect and preserve gamefish and the wild
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places where fish live because this company and cur way of life depend on it. And when it comes o the economics of
sportfishing, outfitting and outdoor recreation, we're not the only ones.

Annual retail sales in Montana that are directly related to sportfishing exceed $350 million. Sportfishing also generates
more than $36,895,000 in state and local tax revenue and is responsible for more than 5,000 Montanan jobs. Qutdoor
recreation as a whole generates $5.8 billion in consumer spending in the state of Montana each year and is directly tied to
54,000 Montana jobs.

As a businessman, | see the value of this clean water rule to my bottom line. When you take into account the imporiance
of sportfishing and outdoor recreation o Montana’s economy, | am guessing that there are a lot of others that would
agree. | support the proposed Waters of the U.S. rule, and urge U.S. Sen. Jon Tester, D-Mont,, and Sen. John Walsh,

D-kMont., and Rep. Steve Daines, R-Mont,, 1o do so as well. All policy makers should.

it's easy 1o take Montana’s pristine walers for granted, but we must heed cautionary tales from elsewhere in the country.
Charleston, West Virginia, is still cleaning up after a toxic spill a few months ago that polluted the Elk River and the state
capitol’s drinking water. The cost to small businesses, municipalities, wildlife habitat and families is still being tabulated.

Here in Montana, at the urging of Tester and former Sen. Max Baucus, who voiced concerns for our drinking water, the
ERPA is studying the risk of contamination from the shuttered Columbia Falls Aluminum Company plant.

According to media reports, the EPA has found that the “Flathead River and Cedar Creek were impacted by cyanide and
manganese. Additional testing will be completed to determine the extent of river contamination and whether it has
impacted the fish population.”

These are repeated warnings o all of us of the fragility of our headwaters streams and drinking water supplies. And good
reasons 1o safeguard them. The public comment period for this clean water rule extends through the end of July, allowing
sufficient time for sportsmen, small business owners and others who care about keeping drinking water and wildlife
habitat free from pollution to share their support.

Jim Klug of Bozeman is founder and director of operations for Yellow Dog Flyfishing Adventures, and is a member of the
board of directors for the American Fly Fishing Trade Assodiation

Rich Mylott

U.S. EPA Region 8

Office of Communication and Public Iinvolvement
303-312-6654
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